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Many talented ladies got shortlisted to appear at this week’s special Talented bankers column
planned along with the ‘Chaayam' International Women’s Day special programme. It didn’t take



more than a second to finalise as the editorial board members noticed the art of weaving
together the nature’s beauty without losing an iota of colour. Let’s start the celebrations of
Women'’s day with the introduction of this talent who weaves magic out of thin strands of
threads:

Smt. Meera Govindan
State Bank of India

OAD, Administrative Office,
Ernakulam

She was born to late Shri A. Govindan and Smt. T.V. Padma at Irinjalakuda, Thrissur in 1969. Her
schooling till 4th grade was at Kulamaavu, Iduki where her father worked as KSEB Engineer. Her
mother was a Government school teacher. By the time Kulamaavu dam site construction got
over, the family shifted back to their hometown, Irinjalakuda. Her further studies were at Little
Flower Convent Girls' High School and St.Joseph's college.

As soon as she passed her MSc Mathematics course, she cleared the BSRB test and joined State
Bank of India in the Clerical cadre in the year 1991. She got promoted in 2008 and worked in
various branches in Ernakulam and Palakkad. Now she is a deputy manager at Ernakulam
Administrative Office.

Till 7th, she participated in various dance, music, drawing competitions and other activities.
From 8th grade, she refrained from these and restricted herself to the care and concern of her
uncles and not changing her path from school to home even once. She now wonders how fast
the present day carefree new generation of kids emerged.

Embroidery and stitching lessons at school stayed with her always. The works we see frequently
in our group are the result of concentration, patience, experience and imagination; and sparkle
with life as seen in the nature. Meera first creates her art in her mind, and recreates the same
with the help of a frame, needle, colourful threads and her imaginative mind. She has a large
collection of her embroidered works. Cross stitching has become a passion now.. small flowers
and leafs have grown with times to larger frames and myriad of colours. She collects the
coloured threads of all shades available from the popular shop named Anchor, another - Jose &
company at Broadway and also online. As getting threads of rare colours from abroad is too
costly, she does justice to her work by collecting all shades available locally and colours the
pictures from her mind. She has now started transferring A4 size pictures to grid and weave
them together to form larger canvases. The recent beautiful picture shared in our group was
created in a 16x16 inch frame over a period of nearly three months. That is patience!! Meera is
excited about the encouragement and support she got fir the work.

“1t was while | was the branch head at Palakkad Sekharipuram that my colleagues Sri Arun and
Smt. Arathi told me about our group. Though | have been encouraged by my family and friends
to exhibit my works, | never ventured to take them beyond the four walls of the house. | was
lucky I could present them together in the Talented Bankers page. The bankers in the group
impart a lot of encouragement that prompted me to get a showcase. | started a Facebook page
and an Instagram account in the name Meeraas needle craft through which | can teach the



techniques in this artform. Every banker is busy but it is a job that requires concentration,
patience and pleasant nature. | leave my official stress there itself and once | reach home, |
spend from half an hour to one hour with my thread and needle. The works thus created over
months give a great satisfaction. At present | weave together huge wall paintings. This is a
hobby that relieves one from stress and can be chosen by anybody without any gender bias. |
have also shared a tutorial video. My both daughters help in creating the videos.” quips the
artist.

The following links clearly shows how talented she is.
https://www.facebook.com/meeraasneedlecraft/videos/1272284623110858/
https://instagram.com/meeraas_needlecraft...
https://www.facebook.com/107581277754872/posts/173674137812252/

Her elder daughter Sreelakshmi is pursuing BDS house surgency and her younger one Parvathi
has completed her MBA course and works at Bangalore. Both are good at drawing. Meera's
other hobbies are cooking and baking. The trio are always excited to try out new
experimentations in cooking and they are supported by Meera's husband Adv. B.Radhakrishnan
who retired from HOC Ambalamedu and is presently practising at the Kerala Highcourt.

“This Branch Manager greets you always with a sweet smile. Anyone who has visited the
Sekharipuram branch would forever remember her courteous customer service and behaviour.
How she loves the world around her! A personification of concentration and patience is proved
yet again through her weaving techniques.” — these are the words of our previous Talented
Banker, renowned nature photographer and Science Magazine columnist, Sri. Abhilash Leela
Raveendran (SBI)

We wish Smt. Meera Govindan and family a wonderful and memorable International Women’s
day and many more years of happiness and prosperity.
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